WORKING   CLASS   IN  DEMOCRACY
creatively engaged in the 'life-production' of society,
whether manually or administratively, whether in the
production of necessities or luxuries.
We do not suggest that the absolute unity of this vast
'class5 is a necessary pre-condition of social revolution;
but something much more nearly approaching that
difficult achievement than Communists dream of is
necessary. In the light of this necessity, the effective
unity of the working class in post-capitalist democracy
is palpably a considerable moral achievement. It is not,
and cannot be, a natural happening. It involves much
conscious self-sacrifice, and much more readiness for
it. That is the ethos of revolutionary unity in the
working class. The unity of the working class is
revolutionary just in so far as it is permeated by a
readiness for real self-sacrifice of the parts in the
interests of the whole. Without that, the political
unity of the working class is superficial, and cannot
be revolutionary in intention. It is not so to-day.
But precisely in the measure in which such real
unity was achieved the unified working class would
posit, not ideally, but concretely, an end transcendent
to all classes in post-capitalist society. It would become
an analogue and anticipation of that 'classless society3
which socialist theory declares to be necessary and
socialist faith proclaims to be possible. That is to say
that, under democracy, in order to be revolutionary,
the working class is compelled to reveal itself as
ethically superior to other classes; it is compelled to
surpass in itself, and consciously, the individualistic
ethos of capitalist society.
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